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ABSTRACT

[Background] During the Ming and Qing dynasties, with the prosperity of the commodity economy, the art of
calligraphy and painting in the Jiangnan region gradually became commercialized. The citizen class increasingly
participated in art collection and consumption, driving the flourishing of the art market and the widespread
dissemination of cultural capital.

[Objective] This study analyzes Qiu Ying's Qingming Shanghe Tu and Xu Yang's Gusu Prosperity Tu to explore
the phenomenon of commercialization and marketization of calligraphy and painting during the Ming and Qing
dynasties and to reveal its impact on the popularization of cultural capital.

[Method] Using these two works as primary texts, the study employs iconographic analysis and literature review
methods to elaborate on the representation of the art trade in the Jiangnan region depicted in the paintings. By
combining visual and historical evidence, it examines the complex interactions between art and the market, and
discusses the evolving trends of calligraphy and painting under the influence of commercialization.

[Results] The findings show that Qingming Shanghe Tu and Gusu Prosperity Tu vividly depict the prosperity of
the Jiangnan region during the Ming and Qing dynasties, reflecting a close connection between visual culture
and material culture. The artworks illustrate how the sanctity and sublimity of calligraphy and painting gradually
eroded under commercial influences, transforming into art forms appreciated by both the elite and the common
people.

[Conclusion] This research deepens the understanding of the art market in Jiangnan during the Ming and Qing
dynasties, highlighting the profound impact of commercialization on art forms and the dissemination of cultural

capital, offering new perspectives for contemporary studies of the art market.
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