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ABSTRACT

[Background] After the Six Methods, the four grades of “Shen, Miao, Neng and Yi” became the second
most important painting assessment method. The Tang Dynasty was a demarcation point. Before that
time, there was no clear hierarchy in the evaluation of traditional Chinese paintings, but after the Tang
Dynasty, the viewers could make their own judgement on the works according to the grades of the
paintings.[Objective] The researcher will understand and re-analyse these four grades, explore their
evolution in the Tang Dynasty, and deduce their traditional origins and their influence and significance on
later generations. [Method] Based on the background of the era when the theory system of "Shen, Miao,
Neng and Yi" was created, the researchers will list the representative ideas of painting theorists such
as Zhang Huaiguan, Zhu Jingxuan, Zhang Yanyuan, and Huang Xiufu, and sort out the development,
application, and modern revelation of the theory system of "Shen, Miao, Neng and Yi" in the Tang
Dynasty. The study also examines the development of the theoretical system of "Shen, Miao, Neng, Yi"
in the Tang Dynasty, its application and modern revelation. [Results] "Changes in literature depend on
the world's situation, and the rise and fall depend on the order of time". Throughout the dynasties, there
have been numerous pioneering painting theories, and they have become the representatives of different
classes and aesthetics in that period of history. Until today, however, the four qualities of "Shen, Miao,
Neng and Yi" are still the ancestral method of painting theory in Chinese painting thought, representing
our precious national characteristics. [Conclusion]Therefore, even though there are a large number of
commentaries in the painting world at present, the foundation is still centred around them.
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